Microfibrils from the arterial subendothelium.
Microfibrillar structures of the subendothelium are represented by either type VI collagen or elastin-associated microfibrils which are also referred to as fibrillin-containing microfibrils. These structures are present throughout the subendothelium irrespective of the presence of elastin. The localization, structure, and protein composition of microfibrils are reviewed. The arterial subendothelium is thrombogenic despite its very low content in fibrillar collagens. This thrombogenicity is linked to the microfibrillar structures, essentially to type VI collagen and to thrombospondin-containing microfibrils. Their respective ability to bind the von Willebrand factor and to activate blood platelets is discussed.